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Fiction vs. Fact 
 
Fiction: If you have a truck or SUV, it’s okay to drive across rushing flood 
water. 
Fact:   Just two feet of rushing water can carry away most vehicles, including 
SUVs and  pickup trucks. Never try to drive across rushing flood water. 
Fiction:  You will never be able to buy flood insurance if your property has   
flooded in the past. 
Fact:   You are still eligible to purchase flood insurance after your property has 
flooded, provided your community participates in the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP). Check with your local emergency management office for more 
information. 
Fiction:  Fill your sinks and bathtubs for drinking water in case flooding 
water interrupts or contaminates the public water supply. 
Fact:  Water stored in bathtubs and sinks should never be used for drinking or 
for bathing  young children because lead can leak from the glaze in bathtubs and 
sinks into water stored in them. However, you can use water stored in bathtubs 
and sinks for flushing the toilet or clothing. 
Fiction:  Putting tape over your windows before a storm hits will prevent 
them from breaking.  
Fact:  FALSE - Taping a window can't protect you against wind-driven debris. 
Use shutters  or plywood instead. 
Fiction:  “It’s only a tropical storm." Well... 
Fact: Tropical storms and even tropical depressions can be deadly and 
destructive! The amount of rain from a tropical storm or hurricane depends on 
how fast it is moving and how much moisture it's holding. Tropical storms can 
also generate widespread, torrential rains of more than six inches, which can 
create deadly floods. 

 

This brochure provided by: 
 The Program for Public Information Committee of Tiki Island.   (Aug 2017) 
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July 2017 

Emergency Phone Numbers 

Police Dept:    409-935-0349  / 409-935-6579    

Fire Dept:        409-935-2740 

Red Cross:       877-272-7337     FEMA:  800-462-7585 

Salvation Army:   409-763-1691 

Water Dept:   409-935-1484     Building Dept:  409-935-1427 

 Tiki Island is a wonderful place to live, full of fun activities, caring 

neighbors and a feeling of community! The Program for Public         

Information committee has put together this booklet to help keep you 

and your property safe in case of a flood, tropical storm or hurricane.  
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Being prepared means being equipped with the proper supplies 
you may need in the event of an emergency or disaster. Keep your 
supplies in an easy-to carry Emergency Preparedness Kit that you 

can use at home or take with you in case you must evacuate. 

At a minimum, you should have the basic supplies listed below: 

Water: 1 gal per person per day, 

3day supply for evacuation, 2 

week supply for home 

Food: non perishable 3 day for 

evacuation 2 week for home 

Copies of important documents, 

proof of address, passports, 

birth cert, insurance policy, 

medical records 

Flashlight  Battery powered or hand crank 

radio (NOAA Weather radio) 

Extra batteries  

First Aid kit  Medications, - 7 day supply,   

medical supplies  

Multi purpose tool, tools/

supplies for securing your home 

Cell phone chargers Family emergency contacts Extra cash  

Emergency blankets & towels Maps of the area Extra set of car /house keys 

Manual can opener Whistle  Matches  

Work gloves Duct tape  Scissors 

Plastic sheeting  Bleach  Rain Gear 

Games and activities for      

children  

Baby supplies  Pet supplies, leash, ID, food, 

carrier, bowls 

Extra clothing , hat, sturdy 

shoes 

Sanitation & personal hygiene 

items  

N95 or surgical masks 

When returning to Tiki Island after a Hurricane or Tropical Storm 
and there most likely will be ROAD BLOCKS on Interstate 45, you 
MUST have a driver’s license, utility bill or something with your 

TIKI address to get past the road blocks.  Once you are passed the 
road blocks you will need your address, Tiki Car Sticker, and   

Resident Pass to enter Tiki Island. 

For those Owners  that do not live on Tiki Island 
 
After vacationing on Tiki Island, please do the following to insure the best 
possible outcome for your property in case of a storm, tropical storm or  
hurricane:  
Raise your boat, secure, remove boat plug, remove all patio furniture, potted  
plants or anything not tied down that can be blown or swept away into the  
canal. 
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Family Disaster Plan 

Family members/Household Contact Info 

Name                                      Phone                 Email   

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pet Names  Type                       Color   Registration # 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Plan of Action  

What are the escape routes from our home?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

If separated during an emergency, what is our meeting place near our home?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

If we can’t return home or are asked to evacuate, what is our meeting place outside of our     

neighborhood?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What is our route to get there and an alternate route, if the first route is impassible?

______________________________________________________________________________ 

In the event our household is separated or unable to communicate with each other, our            

emergency contact outside of our immediate area is: (name, phone, email)

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

After a disaster, let your friends and family know you are okay by registering at “Safe and Well” at 

https://safeandwell.communityos.org/cms//  or by calling 1-800-733-2767.  You can also give them 

a call, send a quick message or update your status on social media sites.  

If a t school/daycare, our child(ren) will be evacuated to: 

Child Name                                                  Evacuation Site with address/contact info 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________   

Our plan for people in our household with a disability or special needs: 

Name                                                             Plan 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

During certain emergencies local authorities may direct us to “shelter in place” in our home.  An 

accessible, safe room where we can go, seal windows, vents and doors and listen to emergency 

broadcasts for instructions is: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

https://safeandwell.communityos.org/cms/
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Helpful downloads:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helpful Links:  

http://www.villageoftikiisland.org/ 

http://www.villageoftikiisland.org/350_Website.pdf 

https://www.fema.gov/ 

https://safeandwell.communityos.org/zf/safe/add 

  ****Flood Insurance **** 

Is it too late to get flood insurance? NO! Get it now, however,  there is a 30 day waiting 

period before it goes into effect.  As of October 1, 2017, residents of Tiki Island will  

receive a 15% discount. 

The BFE—Base Flood Elevation determines the flood insurance premium for your   

property.   

Rather than wait for a flood to occur, you can act now to protect your property from 

flood damage. Even if you’ve never flooded before, in the life of a 30-year mortgage, 

there is a 26% chance of experiencing a flood if a property is located in the floodplain.   

 

Please make sure you are signed up to receive notifications   from the  Emergency           

Management Notification System.  Please go to our website 

http://www.villageoftikiisland.org/ and sign up on the “sign up 

now Connect CTY” button at the bottom of the main menu 
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How to prepare BEFORE a storm 

1.  Listen to local area radio, NOAA radio or TV stations for the latest    
information and updates.  Be prepared to evacuate quickly and know your routes 
and destinations.  Find a local emergency shelter. Check your emergency kit and 
replenish any items missing or in short supply,   especially medications or other 
medical supplies. Keep it nearby. 

2. Talk with your family about what to do if a flood watch or warning is   
issued. Discussing floods ahead of time helps reduce fear, especially for young-
er children.   

3.  Register on the Safe and Well Website 
        https://safeandwell.communityos.org/zf/safe/add  
4.  Have cash on hand as the ATM’s won’t work if there is no power  
5.  Make sure you have access to NOAA radio broadcasts:  Search for a   

NOAA radio app in the Apple Store or Google Play for your phone or purchase a 
battery-powered or hand-crank NOAA radio  

6.  You ARE located in a floodplain, which is considered a Special Flood  
Hazard Area. You are still eligible for flood insurance. Check with your city or 
county government (start with the Building or Planning Department) to review the 
Flood Insurance Rate Maps, published by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA). 

7.  Find out if your area floods easily. 
8.  Keep insurance policies, documents, and other valuables in a safe-deposit box.   
    You may need quick, easy access to these documents. Keep them in a safe   
     place less likely to be damaged during a flood. Take pictures on a phone and  
     keep copies of important documents and files on a flash drive that you can carry   
     with you on your house or car keys.  
9.   Prepare a pet emergency kit for your companion animals. 
10. Fill plastic bottles with clean water for drinking. 
11. Fill bathtubs and sinks with water for flushing the toilet or washing the floor or   
      clothing. 
12. Fill your car's gas tank, in case you need to evacuate. 
13. Bring outdoor belongings, such as patio furniture, indoors. 
14. Turn off propane tanks to reduce the potential for fire. 
15.*Move your furniture and valuables to higher floors of your home. 
16. Turn off utilities if told to do so by authorities to prevent damage to your home or   
      within the community. If you shut your gas off, a professional is required to turn it  
      back on. 
17. Unplug small appliances to reduce potential damage from power surges that  
      may occur. 

 
 

*All homes on Tiki Island are built with Breakaway Walls 
on the bottom floor, therefore, storing items in that area 

during evacuation, is not suggested.  

http://www.redcrossstore.org/category/id/1
http://www.redcross.org/prepare/location/home-family/plan
http://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery/find-an-open-shelter
http://www.redcross.org/get-help/prepare-for-emergencies/be-red-cross-ready/get-a-kit
https://safeandwell.communityos.org/zf/safe/add
http://www.redcross.org/prepare/location/home-family/pets
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       How to stay safe DURING a storm 

IF A MANDATORY/VOLUNTARY  

EVACUATION IS IN EFFECT:  

EVACUATE! 

Staying Safe Indoors 
1.  Turn off the power and water mains if instructed to do so 

by local authorities. 
2.  Boil tap water until water sources have been declared 

safe. 
3.  Avoid contact with floodwater. It may be contaminated 

with sewage or contain dangerous insects or animals. 
4.  Continue listening to local area radio, NOAA radio or TV 

stations for the latest information and updates. 
5.  Don’t use gas or electrical appliances that have been 

flooded. 
6.  Dispose of any food that comes into contact with flood 

water. 

Staying Safe Outdoors 
1.  Don't walk, swim or drive through floodwater. Just six 

inches of fast-flowing water can knock you over and two 
feet will float a car. 

2.  If caught on a flooded road with rapidly rising waters, get 
out of the car quickly and move to higher ground. 

3.  Don't walk on beaches or banks. 
4.  Don’t allow children to play in or near flood water. 
5.  Avoid contact with floodwater. It may be contaminated 

with sewage or contain dangerous insects or animals. 
6.  Stay out of areas subject to flooding. Underpasses, dips, 

low spots, washes, etc. can become filled with water. 
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How to stay safe AFTER a storm 

1.    Let friends and family know you’re safe. Register yourself as safe on the Safe 
         and Well website   - https://safeandwell.communityos.org/zf/safe/add   
  2.    If evacuated, return only when authorities say it is safe to do so. 
   3.   Continue listening to local news or a NOAA Weather Radio for updated             

       information and instructions. 
 4.    Keep children and pets away from hazardous sites and floodwater. 
5.    Pay attention to how you and your loved ones are experiencing and handling   
       stress. Promote emotional recovery by following these tips. 
6.    Do not use water that could be contaminated to wash dishes, brush teeth, pre 
       pare food, wash hands, make ice or make baby formula. 
7.    Watch animals closely/ keep them under your direct control. 
8. Help people who require special assistance—infants, elderly people, those   
       without  transportation, large families who may need additional help in an   
       emergency situation, people with disabilities, and people who care for them. 
9.    Beware of snakes, insects and other animals that may be in or around your 

home. 
10.  If power lines are down outside, do not step in puddles/standing water. Report   
       immediately to the power company. 
11.  Follow these tips for inspecting your home’s structure and utilities & systems  
       after a flood. 
12. If any gas or electrical appliances were flooded, don’t use them until they   
       have been checked for safety. 
13.  Dispose of any food that has come into contact with flood water. 
14.  Take pictures of home damage, both of the buildings and its contents, for i         

insurance purposes. 
15.  Wear protective clothing, including rubber gloves and rubber boots, and be      

cautious when cleaning up. 
16. Learn more about how to clean up after a flood, including the supplies you’ll 

need,  
        how to sanitize food contact surfaces, and how to repair water damage. 
17. Be careful when moving furnishings or debris, because they may be          
       waterlogged  and heavier. 
18.  Throw out items that absorb water and cannot be cleaned or disinfected. This  

includes mattresses, carpeting, cosmetics, stuffed animals and baby toys. 
19. Throw out all food, beverages and medicine exposed to flood waters and mud.  
       When in doubt throw it out. This includes canned goods, plastic utensils, baby  
       bottle nipples and containers with food or liquid that has been sealed shut. 
20. Service damaged septic tanks, cesspools, pits, and leaching systems as 

soon as possible.   
        21.  Damaged sewage systems are health hazards. 

 
 

If you have damage to your home and you are ready to make 
repairs, YOU MUST contact the Building Inspector’s office for 

a permit.  We also provide a list of contractors that are          
registered to work on Tiki Island for you to use.   

409-935-1427 
 
 

https://safeandwell.communityos.org/zf/safe/add
http://www.redcross.org/find-help/disaster-recovery/recovering-emotionally
http://www.redcross.org/get-help/prepare-for-emergencies/those-who-need-extra-help
http://www.redcross.org/find-help/disaster-recovery/home-structural-elements
http://www.redcross.org/find-help/disaster-recovery/utilities-major-systems
http://www.redcross.org/find-help/disaster-recovery/recovering-financially
http://www.redcross.org/find-help/disaster-recovery/recovering-financially

